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Introduction

Playing guitar is a lifelong journey. I have great memories of learning my 

first chords, learning how to read different types of guitar music, starting 

my first band, playing my first gig, recording my first song and on and on. 

These were great times that I shared with other musicians that are still 

lifelong friends today.

I would encourage you to start playing with other musicians as 

soon as possible. It is a great way to learn new songs and improve 

your skills.

 Two ways to play the guitar

In music, you are usually hearing two parts at once. The Lead and the 

Rhythm. In a rock song, the band is playing the rhythm and the singer is 

singing the lead. In a church setting, the choir may be singing the lead and 

the piano or organ playing the rhythm. The point is, you are usually 

hearing two pieces of music at once, the melody of the song and the 

accompaniment.

In this introduction to guitar playing, we are going to focus on 

playing lead guitar. 
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Playing Lead Guitar

What is lead guitar? In it's most basic form, lead guitar is playing one 

note at a time. A great way to get started is by playing melodies of songs 

that you know. 

Playing lead guitar is easier than playing rhythm guitar. It builds right-

hand-left-hand coordination, and finger strength. Let's start by learning 

how to read tablature.

How To Read Tablature

Tablature (sometimes referred to as “tab”) is one of the many ways to 

read and write guitar music. It uses a system of lines and numbers to 

show which strings and frets are played. Tablature looks like this:
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Here you see standard notation on the top section, and TAB on the 

bottom section. The six lines represent the six strings. The numbers are 

the frets played.

This is the 1st string open (1st line, “0” fret). 

1st string
2nd string
3rd string
4th string
5th string
6th string
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This is the 2nd string-3rd fret (2nd line with the number “3”).

This is the 6th string open (6th line with the “0”)

Now that you know how to read tablature, we can start playing songs! 

Here are 3 songs to get started. When playing these, try to use the “one 

finger per fret” rule. The first finger plays 1st fret notes, second finger 

plays 2nd fret notes, etc. 

REMEMBER: The skills you've learned reading tab will allow you to 
play any style of music!
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Conclusion

I hope you have enjoyed this free ebook! 

In conclusion, I'd like to share a few tips and resources.

PRACTICE:

I would recommend practicing for a few minutes everyday. It can be as short as 10 

minutes or as much as 30. The key to getting better at guitar (or anything) is 

consistency! 

Set up a space as your personal practice studio. You should have your guitar on a stand, 

a comfortable chair, a tuner, music stand, picks, and sheet music ready to go. If you 

have to stop and look for any of these items, you will get distracted by “life” and may 

not get back to it.

GUITAR:

Buy the best guitar you can afford and have it serviced by a reputable guitar repairman 

(or luthier). A good luthier can make most any guitar play better. A guitar that is hard to 

play will discourage you from playing. Acoustic or Electric? That's your choice. 

Whichever gets you excited about playing music! 

Resources:

Here are some websites that will help you along your journey.

www.bostickmusic.com My website. Private lessons are the fastest way to get moving 

on the guitar.

www.ultimateguitar.com A good source for guitar music. Remember, its free, so some of 

the information is worth what you paid for it...

www.youtube.com If you are having trouble learning a song, you can often find the original 

artist playing it live or other guitar teachers giving a lesson.
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